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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">seacoast and river valleys afforded, the Appala- <BR>chian chain of mountains formed an attractive high*<BR>way of escape from slavery,\" though these mountain<BR>paths lead us to another branch of our subject<BR>not immediately connected with the Underground<BR>Railroad — the escape from bondage by the initia- <BR>tive of the slaves themselves or by the aid of their<BR>own people. Mountains have always been a refuge<BR>and a defense for the outlaw, and the few dwellers<BR>in this almost unknown wilderness were not in- <BR>frequently either indifferent or friendly to the<BR>fugitives. The escaped slaves might, if they chose,<BR>adopt for an indefinite time the free life of the hills;<BR>but in most cases they naturally drifted northward<BR>for greater security until they found themselves<BR>in a free State. Through the mountainous regions<BR>of Virginia many thus escaped, and they were in- <BR>duced to remain there by the example and advice<BR>of residents of their own color. The negroes them- <BR>selves excelled all others in furnishing places of<BR>refuge to fugitives from slavery and in concealing<BR>their status. For this reason John Brown and his<BR>associates were influenced to select this region for<BR>their great venture in 1859.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">seacoast and river valleys afforded, the Appala- <BR>chian chain of mountains formed an attractive high*<BR>way of escape from slavery,\" though these mountain<BR>paths lead us to another branch of our subject<BR>not immediately connected with the Underground<BR>Railroad — the escape from bondage by the initia- <BR>tive of the slaves themselves or by the aid of their<BR>own people. Mountains have always been a refuge<BR>and a defense for the outlaw, and the few dwellers<BR>in this almost unknown wilderness were not in- <BR>frequently either indifferent or friendly to the<BR>fugitives. The escaped slaves might, if they chose,<BR>adopt for an indefinite time the free life of the hills;<BR>but in most cases they naturally drifted northward<BR>for greater security until they found themselves<BR>in a free State. Through the mountainous regions<BR>of Virginia many thus escaped, and they were in- <BR>duced to remain there by the example and advice<BR>of residents of their own color. The negroes them- <BR>selves excelled all others in furnishing places of<BR>refuge to fugitives from slavery and in concealing<BR>their status. For this reason John Brown and his<BR>associates were influenced to select this region for<BR>their great venture in 1859.</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 24.6pt; text-align:left; text-indent:10.0pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">But there were other than geographical con- <BR>ditions which helped to determine the direction</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:404.5pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:34.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:287.0pt; height:34.0pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:287.0pt; height:34.0pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:34.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:287.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
</TABLE>\
")
}
</SCRIPT>
</BODY>
</HTML>

